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A PROMINENT AND respected philosopher of animal
rights law and ethical theory, Gary L. Francione is
known for his criticism of animal welfare laws and
regulations, his abolitionist theory of animal rights,
and his promotion of veganism and nonviolence as
the baseline principles of the abolitionist movement.
In this collection, Francione advances the most radical
theory of animal rights to date. Unlike Peter Singer,
Francione maintains that we cannot morally justify
using animals under any circumstances, and unlike
Tom Regan, Francione’s theory applies to all sentient
beings, not only to those who have more sophisticated
cognitive abilities.

“Gary L. Francione builds on the themes of his first three
rights-based books, synthesizes them, adds new ingredi-
ents, and brings it all up to date in a striking restatement
of animal rights philosophy for the twenty-first century.
This new volume is not only high-quality scholarship

but also provides the theoretical foundations for a new
social movement which takes rights seriously as its core
claims about human-nonhuman relations.”—Roger Yates,
University College, Dublin

“Francione’s searing and insightful theoretical vision
shines through in this key work that extends and deepens
the substantive area of inquiry in abolitionist animal stud-
ies that he single-handedly created. Part iconoclast, part
theorist, and part activist, Francione is unafraid to upend
conventional theoretical and practical approaches to our
treatment of animals in his analytical rigor. This volume
will remain a central work in animal studies for years to
come.”—Bob Torres, author of Making A Killing: The
Political Economy of Animal Rights

“Francione establishes himself as one of the leading
advocates for justice in the world today. He exposes the
pragmatic and moral flaws in the arguments of those
who call merely for reduced cruelty and better regulation
of industries that are based on animal oppression. His
forceful and compelling arguments against contempo-
rary ‘animal welfarism’ should be required reading for
scholars, activists, and anyone interested in justice for all
the inhabitants of this planet.”—David Nibert, author of
Animal Rights/Human Rights: Entanglements of Oppression
and Liberation
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“Coolly, lucidly, and uncompromisingly, with a minimum of horror stories, Gary L.
Francione argues for the right of all sentient beings to a full life. His critique of animal-wel-
fare legislation, with its many escape clauses that allow the business of animal exploitation
to proceed as usual, is particularly devastating.”—]. M. Coetzee, winner of the Nobel
Prize in Literature

“Virtually all the articles and essays collected here are milestones in the formation of the
modern theory of the legal and moral rights of animals. Francione knows his philosophy as
well as his law and these juridical studies work close to the line where law and philosophy
merge. His prose is clear and free of legal jargon. | strongly recommend this lucid summary
of a significant body of thought.”—]Julian H. Franklin, author of Animal Rights and Moral
Philosophy

GARY L. FRANCIONE was the first academic to teach animal rights theory in an American law
school and has lectured on the topic throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe. He is
Distinguished Professor of Law and Nicholas deB. Katzenbach Scholar of Law and Philosophy
at Rutgers University—Newark, and is the author of Introduction to Animal Rights and Animals,
Property, and the Law, among other titles.
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